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ACTION AF-05 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-05 RSC-01 DRC-01 /013W 

022178 

P R 051500Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
TO USDOC WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6595 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 

UNCLAS MBABANE 1258 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EIND, WZ, US 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN SALE OF GRUMMAN AIRCRAFT 
TO SWAZI COMPANY 

1. PRINCIPALS OF SWAZILAND AIR SERVICES (SAS) LTD. CAME TO 
EMBASSY TO REQUEST ASSISTANCE IN PURCHASING GRUMMAN AGCAT 
AIRCRAFT FOR CROP-SPRAYING PURPOSES. THEY STATE ASSISTANCE 
REQUIRED BECAUSE GRUMMAN AGENT JOHANNESBURG, AGCAT SALES CO- 
HAS RENEGED ON EARLIER COMMITMENT TO SUPPLY AIRCRAFT BY JULY. 
ACCORDING SAS, NEW AIRCRAFT WHICH HAD 

BEEN ORDERED FROM AGCAT JOHANNESBURG SOME TIME AGO AND PROMISED 
FOR JULY, DID IN FACT ARRIVE BUT IS BEING HELD BY AGCAT FOR 
CROP-SPRAYING USE BY THEMSELVES. ACCORDING SAS, AGCAT ALSO 
OWNS CROP-SPRAYING FIRM WHICH HAS DONE BULK OF ITS WORK IN 
MOZAMBIQUE. IN VIEW RECENT PORTUGUESE EVENTS. COMPANY NOW 
HOPES BREAK INTO SWAZILAND MARKET. TO SUPPLY GRUMMAN AIRCRAFT 
TO SWAZI COMPANY THUS WOULD BE SELLING TO COMPETITOR. 

AGCAT JOHANNESBURG HAS THEREFORE (ACCORDING SAS) INFORMED 
SAS DESIRED AIRCRAFT NOW NOT AVAILABLE BEFORE NOVEMBER. 

2. SAS STATES TIMING IMPORTANT AS CROP-SPRAYING SEASON BEGINS 
SEPTEMBER. IN VIEW UNLIKELIHOOD NEW AIRCRAFT ORDERED DIRECT FROM 
USA COULD ARRIVE SWAZILAND BY SHIP BY SEPTEMBER, COMPANY 
WILLING FLY PILOT TO US TO TAKE POSSESSION AIRCRAFT AND FERRY 
SAME ON RETURN TRIP SWAZILAND IF DESIRED AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: COMMERCE REQUESTED CONTACT GRUMMAN AMERICAN 
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AVIATION CORPORATION, CLEVELAND OHIO, PHONE 216-449-2200 AND 
OBTAIN FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

A) WHETHER AND WHEN AG-CAT CROP SPRAYING AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE. 
OPTIONS DESIRED INCLUDE CONSTANT SPEED PROPELLER 
PVOVISIONS, SPREADER-TRANSLAND TAIL-IN LIEU OF AIRFOIL 
SPREADER; RECEPTACLE FOR EXTERNAL POWER STARTING; 
COMBINATION DUST AND HIVOLUME TRAILING EDGE WPRAY SYSTEM; 
LOADING SYSTEM; SLOSH PROOF VENT; AND ADDITIONAL FUEL 
PROVISION FOR 80 GALLONS. 

B) PURCHASE PRICE AND PLACE FROM WHICH AVAILABLE (SAS 
UNDERSTANDS THERE SEVERAL OUTLETS IN USA). 

C) IF THERE ANY POSSIBILITY SHIPPING AIRCRAFT SO AS TO ARRIVE 
SOUTHERN AFRICA BY SEPTEMBER. WHAT PRICE WOULD BE, 

EX CAPETOWN, IN THIS EVENT. 

4. APPRECIATE ASSISTANCE. REQUEST PRIORITY REPLY IN VIEW 
URGENCY. 

SPICER 
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